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“I heartily recommend this book as full of enlightened and reasoned research in the quest to provide material for a rational and honest debate in the Shakespeare authorship question.” 

     –Sir Derek Jacobi, world-renowned Shakespearean actor, from the Foreword
THE SHAKESPEARE MYSTERY UNRAVELED

New Biography of the Earl of Oxford Unearths Parallels with Shakespeare’s Works

Centuries after they were written, Shakespeare’s plays (originally attributed to the hyphenated “Shake-speare”) continue to mystify scholars regarding their authorship.  The author has long been assumed to be William Shakspere of Stratford-on-Avon, actor and theatrical entrepreneur; yet as Mark Anderson points out in “SHAKESPEARE” BY ANOTHER NAME: The Life of Edward de Vere, Earl of Oxford, the Man Who Was Shakespeare (Gotham, August 2005, $32.50), there’s no evidence that Shakspere attended school or owned a single book, though the plays are filled with literary allusions. Moreover, no manuscripts have ever surfaced that could definitively link him to the plays he is said to have written.  Mark Twain, Henry James, Sigmund Freud, and Walt Whitman are a few of the celebrated writers and thinkers who have voiced serious doubt that the Bard was the man from Stratford.

On the other hand, the parallels between the Shake-speare plays and poems and the life of Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford, are too numerous to ignore.  De Vere was educated by a famed translator of Ovid’s Metamorphoses (a favorite source of Shake-speare), de Vere joined a military campaign against rebellious nobles in Scotland (gaining material for Henry IV, Parts 1 & 2 and Macbeth), he traveled throughout Italy and went into debt with Venetian money lenders (The Merchant of Venice), a duplicitous servant convinced him that his wife was unfaithful (as in Othello), and he had a romantic affair which led to street warfare between de Vere’s clan and his mistress’s kinsmen (Romeo and Juliet).  De Vere was praised in his lifetime as a highly capable playwright as well as an author whose works were diverted from the public’s eye—and ultimately published under another name, “William Shakespeare.”

Reporter and scholar Anderson relates in detail the astounding life of de Vere and the many instances when that life and Shakespeare’s plays overlapped in “SHAKESPEARE” BY ANOTHER NAME.  Anderson makes a very strong case that the satire and topical allusions in the Shakespeare canon swirl around de Vere—praising and flattering de Vere’s courtly favorites (such as the Earls of Sussex and Southampton) and lambasting his rivals (such as Sir Philip Sidney and Sir Christopher Hatton). Yet these highly charged plays revealed scandalous details about the powerful men, and one very powerful woman, that comprised the Elizabethan power structure. Thus de Vere used an alias that became confused with a similarly-named actor.  Even after de Vere’s death, his children kept the truth buried to protect their family’s reputation and status at court, and Shakspere of Stratford-on-Avon gladly took credit when no one else would.

“SHAKESPEARE” BY ANOTHER NAME examines the puzzles that have long haunted the identity of history’s greatest author, including enigmatic lines from the plays, and references by de Vere’s contemporaries indicating that luminaries of the day—including Ben Jonson—knew who the real author of the plays was.  Anderson’s extensive original research fills in many gaps in Shakespearian scholarship and provides entirely new vistas on the Bard’s timeless plays.

A biography of a remarkable figure who lived in even more remarkable times, “SHAKESPEARE” BY ANOTHER NAME will fascinate anyone interested in English literature’s most vibrant era—and be of special interest to those seeking the truth behind the mystery that was “Shakespeare.”

About the Author:

Mark Anderson spent over a decade researching the life of Edward de Vere, Earl of Oxford and has written on the subject for Harper’s, the Boston Globe, and PBS.org.  His journalism has also been published in Wired, Rolling Stone, and Science.  He lives in Massachusetts.

Gotham Books is member of Penguin Group (USA) , one of the leading U.S. adult and children's trade book publishers, owning a wide range of imprints and trademarks including Berkley Books, Dutton, Frederick Warne, G.P. Putnam's Sons, Dutton, Grosset & Dunlap, New American Library, Penguin, Penguin Press, Philomel, Riverhead Books, and Viking, among others. Penguin group is owned by Pearson plc, the international media group. 

Contact: 


Hector DeJean, Senior Publicist


tel.: 212-366-2223


e-mail: Hector.DeJean@


us.penguingroup.com














[image: image2.jpg]

